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USU Aviation Professor dies of leukemia
By Carter Moore
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Jeff Baldwin, an aircraft maintenance

professor at Utah State University and

Providence City councilman, was told April 24
that he had ten days to live.

Diagnosed with leukemia, an aggressive

cancer of the blood forming tissues, Baldwin
died the next day.

According to a Facebook post by the College

of Agriculture and Applied Sciences at USU,
Baldwin was “a remarkable mentor who

emphasized to his students the high level of

responsibility entrusted to aircraft mechanics,”
and “always has his students’ best interests as
his focus.”

Baldwin graduated from USU with a degree

in aeronautics in 1985 and had extensive
experience as an aircraft mechanic and

teacher. He even working as an engineer on

the B1-B Lancer and space shuttle programs.

Serving as a councilman for Providence City

since 2014, Baldwin was in the first year of a
new term, having been elected in November.

Providence Mayor John Drew was “stunned

hearing him tell me the news,” according to a

press release in the Providence City newsletter.
“I was so choked by what I had heard, I could
not get the words out.”

Drew wrote that Baldwin and his wife,

Debbie, came to his office April 24 to tell him
that he was resigning from the office due to

the terminal diagnoses he had received earlier

‘You can overcome it‘
Former Aggie athlete Jalen Moore
discusses mental heath issues

that day.

“He said he really wanted

to make the council meeting

By JADEN JOHNSON
SPORTS CONTENT MANAGER

that night as he said there

were important items on the

Just over a year removed from signing

agenda,” Drew wrote.

with the Milwaukee Bucks, former Utah

According to the press

release, Baldwin prioritized

State forward Jalen Moore took to the stage

telling the doctor his plan

him from fulfilling his lifelong dream of

his students until the end,

to share his story of how mental illness kept

for the rest of his life was to

playing in the NBA.

he “still had classes to

and a panel of mental health experts from

him “No, you don’t.”

of mental illness in an open forum at the

and often brought a unique

night.

the discussion,” Drew wrote.

talk to somebody about how they’re

sion because Jeff brought up

share his story. “I want it to be more talked

not considered.”

people know that you can overcome it.”

with a large social reaction,

Utah State after a stand-out four-year

former students to express

next few months working out for many

Moore was joined by his father, Jimmy,

“finish out the semester” as

the area to discuss anxiety and the effects

teach,” but the doctor told

Logan High School Auditorium on Thursday

“Jeff was always prepared

“I just want people to know that they can

viewpoint and perspective to
“We often tabled a discus-

feeling,” Moore said about the decision to

an angle the rest of us had

about and more well known, and to let

In May of 2017, Moore graduated from

Baldwin’s death was met

causing multiple current and

playing career for the Aggies. He spent the

via Facebook just how much

different NBA teams and focusing primarily

Baldwin influenced their

college careers and lives. Many also shared the
link to his family’s fund.

“Jeff was the best thing to ever happen to my

academic and professional life,” Anthony

Blake Van Natter wrote on his Facebook. “If

you were in his classes, you know how much
he cared.”

on basketball. Hopes of hearing his name
called in the NBA Draft fell short, but

shortly after the final pick was made, he

signed a three-year, two-way contract with

—carter.moore@aggiemail.usu.edu

the Milwaukee Bucks.

@carterthegrreat

see “Moore” PAGE 5

Utah State valedictorian Kenna McMurray

and president Noelle Cockett shake hands
during the commencement ceremony on

May 5. Look at more graduation photos on
page 4.

Photo by Matt Halton
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Utah State’s 131st Commencement Ceremony
By Bobbee Russell
NEWS STAFF WRITER

Bagpipe music filled the Dee Glen Smith

Spectrum the morning of May 5 as the 131st
commencement ceremony began, honoring

5,544 students who completed their undergraduate degrees at Utah State University.

Thierry Fischer, music director for the Utah

Symphony Orchestra, President Noelle Cockett
and university valedictorian Kenna McMurray
spoke at the ceremony.

Cockett introduced Fischer by saying he

believes “you can do great things, but only
with a succession of small steps.”

Fischer brought up the topic of all the

questions the graduating students have

probably been asked, such as: “Have I done

the right choice?” and “What is the next step
going to be?”

“Those questions are a unique opportunity

and a privilege,” Fischer said. “They shouldn’t
be a burden.”

“These questions are an opportunity to make

the world better. It is time to share your hopes

PHOTO BY Matt Halton
Utah State University President Noelle Cockett and others gather on the stage prior at the beginning of the commencement ceremony in the Dee Glenn Spectrum the morning of May 5.

the groups to sing the song again, but louder.

“You can’t have failures define you; they have

and your dreams,” Fischer added.

to teach you,” Fischer said.

asked the crowd, “Are you sleeping?” The

perfect capstone to our Year of the Arts

About halfway through Fischer’s address, he

crowd answered back with giggles, leading
into his next question, “Do you know that
song?”

Fischer instructed two different sections of

the crowd to sing the nursery rhyme, “Are You
Sleeping” one at a time while he conducted.

Fischer said that many things in life are about

repetition. As an example, he instructed one of

Cockett said Fischer’s remarks were “the

celebration.”

Michelle Aguilar, an animal dairy science

graduate, said it was a privilege to listen to
Fischer speak.

“I appreciated his advice,” Aguilar said. “I

think a lot of the points he spoke up were very
true.”

Aguilar added that she and her husband are

transfer students, and they saw the symphony
while attending school in Salt Lake City.

“He is a musical mastermind,” Aguilar said.

“He reinvents old pieces and comes up with
new programs that have kept me and my
husband coming.”

She added, “It’s not just your average

everyday classical music.”

Fischer wasn’t just a speaker – he and three

others were honorary doctorate recipients.
Bartell C. Jensen was recognized with an

honorary doctorate degree for his work with
the Innovation Campus. John Stanley Welch

Center for Clinical Excellence opens

received his honorary degree for being a

founding partner of a law firm that employs

2,600 lawyers, serving clients in more than 30
offices worldwide. Gail Sorenson Williamsen
received her honorary degree for providing

funding for research examining best practices
in early childhood education and Aggies

Elevated, an innovative residential college

program for students with intellectual disabilities.

—b96russell@gmail.com
@bjr24601

Cockett, Cox and Sorenson Foundation board
members cut the ribbon with “giant scissors,”
as one elementary school choir member
pointed out.

“This building has tons of different clinics

and services for the community, which is really
awesome,” said Deidra Thomas, the USU

Student Association senator for CEHS. “We
have people that can come in and, a lot of
times, bring their kids in.”

Thomas, an elementary education major, said

she was most excited for the new nursing

facilities. Entering her second year as senator,
she said she has tried to be a voice for the

nursing program, advocating for a new place
for it to call home. She also said she was

excited for nursing students’ new opportunities for hands-on training experience.

“Basically, there are rooms set up that look

like hospital rooms,” she said, “with awesome

dummies that the students get to practice on.”
Joseph Sorenson, the president of the

Sorenson Legacy Foundation, also spoke to the
audience. He said the center will be used for

training students in audiology, speech pathology, kinesiology, marriage and family therapy,
and that thousands of patients and families

will be able to benefit from the center's clinics.
"USU is recognized nationally for its out-

standing education programs,” Sorenson said.
“So when they approached us about this
PHOTO BY Megan Nielsen
Lt. Gov. Spencer Cox (left) , Emma Eccles Jones College of Education and Human Services Dean Beth Foley (center), Utah State University President Noelle Cockett (right), and other officials cut the ribbon to the
new building, Sorenson Legacy Foundation Center for Clinical Excellence, that opened May 3.
By Spencer Burt
NEWS COPY EDITOR

The Emma Eccles Jones College of Education

and Human Services held a ribbon-cutting

ceremony for the Sorenson Legacy Foundation
Center for Clinical Excellence May 3 on
campus at Utah State University.

The opening ceremony for the building,

which began construction in Sep. 7, 2016,

included speeches from USU President Noelle
Cockett, Lt. Gov. Spencer Cox and others. A

choir of Edith Bowen elementary students also
performed a song for the audience, gathered

under a large white tent on the grass between
the new building and Edith Bowen.

“This building is incredible on every level,”

Cox said. “The architecture, the artwork, the
garden space in the middle, all of it from

bottom to top is just a first-rate building. And
that's great, but that doesn’t really matter.”
He said that what really mattered is what

long-time Aggie Ross Peterson told him when
he arrived for the event.

“‘You need to come back when all the people

are gone and the kids are there,’” Peterson told
Cox, “‘because there are miracles happening in

top 10 national colleges of education and
human services, Cockett pointed out.

"We're very, very proud of what they do,” she

said.

Cockett attributed much of the college’s

success, especially the creation of the new
center, to Dean Beth Foley.

College of Education and Human Services

during her speech. She pointed out that the

reality.”

Foley denied being the star of the project,

though, saying it was a team effort with many
contributors.

physical and cognitive disabilities.

"Utah State University will amplify that same

work across the entire state of Utah and
beyond,” he said.

Foley echoed positive expectations for the

for important work that will be done in health
community outreach.”

President Cockett smiled as she admired the

new building and the people who showed up
in support.

“Just incredible,” she said. “It’s a beautiful

“I love this college,” she said. “This building

building too … just simply beautiful.”

“Let's go open this building!" Foley said

Spencerburt@aggiemail.usu.edu

CEHS has 21% of total USU enrollment —

is not about me — it’s about everyone here.”

the most research funding. It also ranks in the

excitedly at the end of her speech before she,

more than any other USU college — and also

always been an advocate for those with

and human service research, education and

Foundation Center for Clinical Excellence a

Cockett had no shortage of praise for the

He added that the Sorenson family has

made the dream of the Sorenson Legacy

because its purpose is to “make miracles
tion.”

should move forward.”

center, saying it “truly will secure the future

without Beth’s leadership,” Cockett said. “She

happen” and to “improve the human condi-

in this area, we quickly became convinced we

“This truly would not have been done

this building every day.’”

Cox said the Sorenson center is unique

partnership and we considered its track record

@SpencerAburt
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The mind-melting summer Summer
How does summer vacation affect student education?
By Brianne Sorensen
STUDENT LIFE STAFF WRITER

playlists
By Shelby Black
STUDENT LIFE SENIOR WRITER

The sun is out and the days are getting lon-

Thousands of students take an extended break

from school during the summer months. Is this a

ger, here comes the season of pool parties and

Traditional school systems and year-round

It’s finally the time of year to roll the windows

bonfires in the night.

good thing or a bad thing for their education?

schools both have students attend about 180 days

down and blast the stereo in the car. Good music

Traditionally, students take a long break

er it’s country, hip hop, rock or pop, many people

can help add to the summer experience. Wheth-

of classes, the days are just split up differently.

have one song that helps them celebrate their

during the summer months between two 90-

summer of fun in the sun. Here’s what summer

day sessions when classes are held. Year-round

students in Logan say they’ll be listening to all

classes often have shorter, more frequent
breaks during the 180-day school session.

PHOTO BY Matt Halton
USU students who don’t enroll in summer classes get about 18 weeks of vacation between spring and fall semester.

At Utah State University, students who do not

choose to enroll in summer semester classes

have about 18 weeks, (or about 126 days) off
between spring and fall semesters.

The reason why most students in the US get

anywhere from five weeks to three months of
vacation during the summer is unclear.

One theory, according to the Center for Educa-

tional Improvement, says that before air condition-

ing was widely available in the US, it was often too

hot to continue classes during the summer months.
Oftentimes, it is assumed that school is not held

during summer months so agriculture workers

could take time off to care for and harvest crops,
said Ida Lieszkovskzy of National Public Radio.

This theory is incorrect, Lieszkovskzy said.

Crops are planted in the spring and harvested in
the fall. Instead, the summer break may be rooted in urban culture, not agriculture.

Historically, agriculture schools would actually

take breaks during spring and fall, and have

classes during summer and winter, according to
Chris Weller of Business Insider.

In cities, when the heat started to rise, middle to

lower class families would often summer in cooler

places, making classes inconvenient for children.
Parents repealed summer classes in order to have
longer summers away from the urban heat.

Year-round schools in the United States are not

as common as traditional schools, but are grow-

ters, including time for professional develop-

push for less time off for students.

teaching fellow at USU.

ing in popularity as both parents and politicians
One of the benefits to year-round school is less

ment, said Heather Longfield, an undergraduate
“The summer is a time that I plan for my classes

stress on students.

for the next year and attend many teaching sem-

year-round elementary school principal Beth

field said “A lot of people don’t realize that sum-

In the PBS documentary The Principal Story, a

Sturgill said, “the longer breaks in the fall and
spring help everyone feel less burnt out through-

out the year. This is important for at-risk students

inars along with the professors I assist,” Longmer is actually a really busy time for teachers.
They don’t always get those months off.”

While some may suggest that during the sum-

who are more likely to drop out of school and

mer break students often forget what they have

that happens in summer sessions.

ter Gray of Psychology Today, if students forget

often benefit from the review or the ‘catching up’
College students often feel the same way, ac-

cording to Pat Garofalo of U.S. News.

“I would like more breaks spread throughout the

learned in the past few months, according to Pe-

what they have been taught most recently, it
means it was not taught well.

The idea that students forget a lot of their class

year,” said Joseph Price, a sophomore at Utah State

material during the long break, also known as a

if I had three weeks of class then a week of break.”

and Laura Tse’s research. They have proven that

University. “I feel like I would feel less burned out

One long summer break is also not what work-

ing Americans actually have once they are out of

school, according to Weller. Most Americans get

less than 10 vacation days, so a long summer

“summer slide,” was the subject of Louise Turner
with some targeted activities throughout the summer, students are less likely to forget class material, even during long breaks between classes.

“I don’t feel I forget what I have just learned in

break does not reflect what college-age students

the three-ish months we have off in the sum-

There are also many benefits to traditional

fact, I feel like the summer is a great time to

will experience once they graduate.

schooling, with a long break in between semes-

mer,” saaid Elise Peterson, a senior at USU. “In

have all that we are learning actually sink in and
I have time to actually think about my classes.”

There are both benefits and drawbacks to tradi-

tional schooling and year-round schooling, each
highly dependent on the student.

“I think year-round school and the normal, tra-

ditional school system are simply different-timed
classes. Same information, just at different

summer long.

Kaysen Spencer, a USU sophomore, said rap is

on his summer playlist.

“I for sure love ‘Taking Shots’ by Post Malone. I

also think ‘Glorious’ by Mackelmore is good, too,
because it is such a feel-good song,” he said.

Annie Romano, a USU Student from Las Vegas,

Nevada picked her song because of the memories it brings with it.

“My jam right now is ‘Have it All’ by Jason Mraz.

There were a whole lot of goodbyes last week

with everyone leaving school and it sums up what

I would say to my friends that I’ve made. It’s a
super upbeat song so I love it,” she said.

Other students like to pick throwback songs.

Emma Brown, a USU sophomore, said her pick is
a older song.

“Definitely ‘Mr Blue Sky’ by Electric Light Orches-

tra,” she said, “because every time I’m in the car, I

have to listen to it, roll the windows down and
pretend I’m jamming with a car full of friends,”

To be reminded of summer memories, Gracie

Hutchens, a USU sophomore, said her pick “Island in The Sun” by Weezer.

“It just makes me think of summer days driving

with the windows down on the beach and dancing and singing with friends,” she said.

Often, popular artists will release new songs

during the summer months. Malia Hola, USU
student, likes to see what is new.

“It depends on my mood, but my all time favor-

ite is Shawn Mendes. He has three new songs out

right now. It’s pretty catchy and I like it,” she said.
— shelby.black@aggiemail.usu.edu
@shelbsterblack

times,” said USU freshman Jacob Smalls.

“I think everyone just needs to do what works

best for their education. That is why the freedom
of taking a summer semester is so nice,” he said.

PHOTO BY Matt Halton
Students walk near the Merrill Cazier Library on May 14.

—brianne.sorensen@aggiemail.usu.edu
@SorensenBrianne

Productivity apps for college students
By Kyle Fasching
STUDENT LIFE STAFF WRITER

College students’ lives can be a mess. A large

part of what can make or break a student is their
ability to remain productive and organized.

Below is an organized list of apps that might

help the average student in their daily lives. All of

the apps are free to download and use and available on both the Apple App Store and Android’s
Google Play Store.

Canvas Student

soft Office with free to use programs online such

year. With CamScanner, students can take a pic-

happy habits. This app helps users plan out their

formation that you produce can be saved onto

and enhance the text. Documents can be upload-

time-management. Users can also set “smart re-

as Google Docs, Slides and Sheets. All of the in-

what is known as Google Drive. This is a cloudbased storage system for any files that works with

photos and videos as well. With the app, students
can manage and view all of the files on their drive

on the go. Users can make files accessible offline

and should be used in combination with the other
mobile apps for maximum effectivity.

Khan Academy

Focusing on core details and producing quick tips

Utah State University uses the Canvas Education

with over 10,000 videos and explanations, Khan

bile app is useful in allowing students and teach-

lessons and subject matter they need to know for

Network for grades and class schedules. The moers to have quick access to their grades and noti-

fications. Checking your assignments, calendar,
to-do list and more is easy and simple to use. The

app is well laid out and includes quick load times
making it one of the most productive and practical apps a student can have on their phone.

Google Drive

ed as .pdf and .txt files, and students can edit
and write on any document. There is also an op-

tion to add friends and collaborate on the same
project. With CamScanner the document can be
printed, emailed, faxed, or saved to the cloud.

Productive - Habit Tracker

A primary stressor and cause of concern for stu-

dents is the difficulty of forming productive,

habits and schedule them in order to aid them in

minders” for habits and receive feedback on

their habituality. Providing statistics and cus-

tomization in a simple and easy to use app al-

lows it to be functional for a wide variety of people who seek to improve their habits.
— Kylef217@gmail.com
@Kylelele_

Academy allows students to refresh their brains on
classes. Not only do they help teach, but they also

have over 40,000 interactive questions to help us-

ers practice. Videos can be downloaded for watch
offline and when online, the app automatically
saves your progress to khanacademy.org

CamScanner

Students are given paper copies of information

Part of being a student means writing papers

and text as a means to learn at some point in

platforms that function as a competitor to Micro-

hefty pile of paper over the course of the school

and completing assignments. Google has multiple

ture of a paper and it will automatically crop

almost any class. A lot of students can produce a

PHOTO BY Matt Halton
All the apps listed are free to use and available on both the Apple App Store and Android’s Google Play Store.
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TWICE AS NICE
Aggie men’s tennis claims
Mountain West title for
second-straight year

By Daniel Hansen
SPORTS SENIOR WRITER

1-0 lead in the match.

As singles play began, the Aggies bull-

To whoever said that the only thing

dozed Fresno State. Holm, who struggled

defending it, Utah State men’s tennis

Erturk in a straight-sets defeat at home on

harder than winning a championship is

earlier this season versus Fresno State’s

would like a word with you.

April 8th, completely flipped the script in a

Mountain West conference, defeating

same opponent. Freshman Vashistha

second consecutive MW tournament title.

ing Fresno State’s Jeremy Moser 6-2, 6-4 to

The Aggies defended their spot atop the

Fresno State 4-1 to capture the team’s

“That was my biggest fear going into this

because this could be our last match. This

6-3, 6-2 victory on Saturday versus the

followed with a win at the 6-spot, defeatgive USU the 2-1 lead.

Barajas started at the 1-spot, defeating

could be the last run with these guys,”

Xander Veys for the second time this

want to keep it going because it’s just so

Bucur followed behind at the 2-spot with a

for each other. They do it the right way

Bugailiskis 6-4, 6-3. Following the win,

head coach James Wilson said, “and I just

season in a 6-4, 6-1 straight-sets victory.

much fun. They work so hard. They play

straight-sets victory to clinch it, beating

and it’s just so much fun to be a part of.”

Bucur fell to his back before being

USU also took home the MW regular

swarmed by his teammates.

ence play with an 7-0 record. The Aggies

ly well to form a dynasty in Mountain West

season title this season, finishing confer-

have gone 19-1 against MW competi-

tion over the past two seasons. USU’s
last loss to a MW team was April
9th, 2017 to New Mexico.

Utah State’s repeat chances took

a hit early on, as Fresno State

took the doubles point to start the
match. USU’s senior Jaime

Barajas and freshman Jose

Utah State men’s tennis is set up extreme-

tennis. Of the eight players on this season’s
roster, four were freshmen. A total of five
different freshmen and sophomores

contributed to Saturday’s championship
victory.

“It means a lot,” Barajas said. “Half my

team are freshmen and they really hold

their own and it really means a lot to come
back and take the trophy back to our

Carvajal defeated Zdenek

place.”

6-3 at the 1-spot. However,

er, USU still has thoughts of extending

Derkas and Cem Erturk

Cagatay Soke and Xander
Veys defeated freshman
Valdemar Holm and

Before any thoughts of a dynasty, howev-

their current season. With the win, USU’s
season is set to continue with the Aggies
receiving an automatic bid to the NCAA

senior Andrew Nakajima

tournament with the victory.

Bugailiskis and Youssef

tournament will be announced along with

7-5 while Mantas
Hassan defeated

Utah State’s first round opponent in the

the rest of the bracket on Tuesday.

freshmen Addy Vashistha

and Felipe Acosta 6-4 to

@TheGrandDanny

give the Bulldogs the early

“Moore” FROM PAGE 1
While playing college basketball, Moore often

break from the tedious basketball and workout

massive popularity almost immediately.

event concluded with a question and answer

years. A few months ago, he was contacted by

a bunch of people reaching out to me and

who had spoken at the event.

with the world by writing an article detailing

“That’s one of the things I was hoping for

schedule he had been subjected to for so many

“Ever since my story went out there, I’ve had

had to confront his life-long fear of flying to

the Players Tribune to share his experience

started to spur a bit of anxiety, and especially

what he had been through.

just got worse and worse.

someone you know who cares about you and

bigger than he thought it would, and that he

focusing on controlling his anxiety, he said

summer playing for the Bucks Summer League

wrote in the piece. “I noticed that talking

struggling with mental illness to talk to loved

hasn’t given up on his dream of playing

workouts with the organization. He would

afraid to get help. Mental health is real, and

Milwaukee, and with constant travel demands

about it enough. If you have mental health

anxiety became a life-consuming issue. After

and every battle can be won!”

travel around the country for games. This

when playing games on the road, his anxiety

“If I do have one piece of advice, it’s to find

telling me how it helped them,” Moore said.

session between audience members and those

when I put my story out there.”

Moore said that the piece “blew up” a lot

Support each other.”

While Moore is still living in the valley and

After signing his contract, Moore spent the

tell them if you’re having a hard time,” he

team and participating in various camps and

about things can always help, and don’t be

regularly fly back and forth between Utah and

can be helped, I don’t think our country talks

a former Utah State and professional basket-

Moore said. “Playing basketball is what I want

and the pressure of playing in the NBA, his

issues, you are not crazy, you are one of many,

atrists and mental health experts talked more

thinking about down the road.”

realizing that he couldn't handle it on his own,

The article circulated the internet, gaining

hopes that it will inspire others who are

“There are a lot of people who deal with

anxiety,” Jimmy Moore said. “Help each other.

ones and doctors for help overcoming it.

Following Moore’s remarks, his father Jimmy,

ball player himself, and a panel of local psychiabout mental health and how to support those
with anxiety and other mental illnesses. The

that he is feeling much better and that he
professional hoops.

“I’m working on getting my head right,”

to do, and it’s definitely something I’m still

@jadenjohnson00

Moore shared what

was going on with his
brother and his

parents, and made

what he called "the
toughest call of my

life" by setting aside

his basketball dreams

and quitting the team.
“Something wasn’t

right with me, and I

needed to fix it before
I thought about doing

anything else,” Moore

said of the decision. “I
needed to change my
focus and get myself
right.”

In the ensuing

months, Moore

worked on doing

exactly that. He stayed
at home in Logan,

meeting with doctors
weekly and taking a

File Photo
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THE YEAR IN AGGIE SPORTS
Football

season marked by injuries and surprises through-

39-point loss to Oregon State. One of the lone

(T-32). Jeppesen competed in bars, tying for 12th

Conference record (rank): 4-4

by many Aggie fans because of losses to Big Sky

defeated BYU in Provo 76-69, the first Aggie win

regionals. Meyer finished tied for 29th on vault at

out. A 7-6 non-conference start was remembered

Overall record: 6-7

Following a 3-9 campaign in 2016 and missing

out on the opportunity to play in a bowl game for
the first time in five seasons, the pressure was on
for this year’s team. In head coach Matt Wells’
fifth year at the helm, the season got off to a

hopeful start. The Aggies battled tightly with No.

teams Weber State and Portland State, and an 0-3
record against in-state teams. Especially early on

chart for production.

were just 1-16 in games played away from Logan.

key players and had to dive deep into the depth

Conference play got off to a positive start, as the

49-0 run in the second half to crush the hopes of

Aggie victory at UNLV in 24 years. The team then

victories over Idaho State, San Jose State, UNLV,
New Mexico, Hawai’i, and a 40-24 rivalry win
over BYU.

The offense started slow, ranking near the

wins over an 11-5 Fresno State team and the first
fell into a slump, losing four straight games and
placing itself in the middle of the pack. Back-toback losses to Air Force and San Jose State

towards the end of the season left fans doubtful
heading into the Mountain West tournament.

bottom of the conference in most statistical

At the MW tournament, the seventh-seeded

categories through the first seven games when

Aggies posted a 76-65 first round victory over

quarterback Jordan Love in place of seasoned-vet-

round, USU took on No. 2 seed Boise State in a

Wells made the decision to start freshman

eran Kent Myers. This decision provided a spark
for the offense and provided valuable in-game

experience for the potential quarterback of the
future in Love.

Following a 6-6 regular season campaign and

posting a 4-4 Mountain West record, the team

Conference play wasn’t much easier for the

team, as it went 5-13 in MW play. While the

team won three of its first four games including

the Aggie faithful. The team went on to pick up

over the Cougars in 39 years.

in the season, the team battled injuries to several

9 Wisconsin on the road, a game which was tied
10-10 at halftime before Wisconsin went on a

highlights of the season came as the Aggies

ninth-seed Colorado State. In the quarterfinals
thrilling game which came down to the final

Aggies went 6-7 in games played at home, they
Earning a No. 9 seed in the conference tourna-

Vegas, ending the Utah State’s season with a
68-54 loss.

Sophomore guard Olivia West was the lone

Aggie who averaged double-figure points per

game, ending with 12.3 ppg and 42 assists. Junior
forward Rachel Brewster added 9.9 ppg with 4.2

semifinals for the first time since joining the

Conference record (rank): 2-4 (3rd)

Mountain West. There, the team’s season came to

Gymnastics finished with its best winning

New Mexico State in a tightly contested game.

107 assists while shooting 46% from three, while

On the season, Love led the team in passing with

1631 yards, eight touchdowns and six interceptions. Senior RB LaJuan Hunt led the ground

Immediately following the season, USU

announced the firing of Duryea, filling his

position with South Dakota’s Craig Smith.

game with 828 yards and 11 touchdowns while

Women’s Basketball

vion Tarver was the team’s biggest threat at

Conference record (rank): 5-13 (9th)

averaging 4.9 yards per carry. Junior WR Ron’quareceiver, catching 48 passes for 569 yards and

Overall record: 7-23

After a 17-15 campaign which led to a post-sea-

seven touchdowns. Defensively, senior Jalen Davis

son tournament and a three-year extension for

Suli Tamaivena led the way with 68 total tackles.

season didn’t turn out nearly so well for the USU

had five interceptions for three touchdowns, and

Men’s Basketball

head coach Jerry Finkbeiner in 2016-17, this
women’s basketball team. A half-court buzz-

Conference record (rank): 8-10 (7th)

In what ended up being head coach Tim

Duryea’s final season at the helm of the men’s

basketball team, the Aggies had an up-and-down

.500 but it was the first time since 2004 they have
finished with a conference record below .500.
USU did not qualify for the Mountain West

MW in 2013 that the team did not qualify for the

third in the Mountain Rim Gymnastics Conferrecord of 2-6, the same as the 2017 season.

As a team, they climbed into the record books,

with multiple scores reaching into the top-10 in
program history, including a 196.500 on the

team’s senior night against SUU which ranks third

with 24 points (nine goals and six assists) and
earned all-Mountain West honors along with

being named to the all-conference first team and
the all-newcomer team. She became the second
freshman in program history to be named to an

all-conference first team, Chandra Salmon-Cristensen being the first in 2008.

Wesley Hamblin broke the all-time career assist

record for the program, ending her USU career

with 20 assists — seven this season — and now

ranks sixth in total points (50) in program history.

On the season, the team had seven shutouts, five

all-time in school history. They also scored a

by senior goalkeeper Sara Cobb, and finished

seventh-highest all-time (now eighth following

game at 1.1.

196.200 against BYU which, at the time, tied for
the meet against SUU).

The team sent five women to the NCAA Regional

Championships, juniors Madison Ward, Emily
Briones, sophomore Brittany Jeppesen and

freshmen Autumn DeHarde and Mikaela Meyer.
The five girls combined to do seven routines,
completing all of them without falls.

Ward set a USU record at regionals with a 9.925

fourth in the conference in goals allowed per

The team will say goodbye to senior class of

seven players: Cobb, Hamblin, Kacey Erickson,
Bailee Hammond, Mikayla Howes, Rachelle
Parish, and Erin Rickenbach. Those seven

accounted for 34.2 percent of total minutes and
27 of 72 points, including nine goals and nine
assists.

er-beating shot by UC Irvine set the Aggies out to

mark on the floor routine. It tied Ward’s personal

Women’s Volleyball

the season.

also tied for 21st on vault with a 9.800, which is

Conference record (rank): 8-10 (T-6th)

a 0-1 start, a game which set the tone for much of

Overall record: 17-17

team has finished with an overall record above

Freshman phenom Ashley Cardozo led the team

Overall record: 9-11

and 97 assists.

record overall. It was the ninth straight season the

postseason tournament.

ence Championships. The team had a dual-meet

for the program.

a 4-5-2 record in the Mountain West and a 9-7-3

rpg.

and Koby McEwen contributed to much of USU’s

overtime win, the first bowl game win in 57 years

Conference record (rank): 4-5-2 (8th)

Tournament, the second time since joining the

lead the team in the rebounding game with 8.2

Gymnastics

McEwen picked up 15.6 ppg along with 5.4 rpg

Women’s Soccer

rpg, while sophomore forward Shannon Dufficy

Ariz., the sixth bowl game in seven seasons for

NMSU came away victorious with a 26-20

retain all athletes in the rotation for next season.

The team finished eighth in conference play with

Broncos, winning 78-75 and advancing to the

success. Merrill led all Aggies with 16.3 ppg and

The team had no seniors and will be able to

was Air Force which came out victorious in Las

teams split the regular-season series 1-1, but it

percentage (.450) since 2000 (.480) and finished

Utah State. There, they took on former WAC rival

9.725.

Overall record: 9-7-3

buzzer. The Aggies pulled off the upset of the

The sophomore-led backcourt of Sam Merrill

9.775 and Briones tied for 19th on beam with a

ment, USU faced Air Force in the first round. The

an end as it fell to New Mexico 83-68.

was invited to play in the Arizona Bowl in Tucson,

with a 9.850, tied for third in school history at

A 2-10 non-conference record included losses to

a Southern Utah team who would go on to have a
3-27 record, Idaho State, Utah Valley, and a

career-high and was fifth overall at the event. She
tied for eighth all-time for Aggies at regionals.
DeHarde also competed in two events. She

scored a 9.775 on the beam (T-15th) and on floor

Overall record: 16-14

The volleyball team finished its fall season with

four wins in their final seven matches to seal a

see “Aggie Sports” PAGE 7
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“Aggie Sports” FROM PAGE 6

helped them gain the No. 2 rank in the ACHA’s

PHOTO BY Megan Nielsen

The team was led by seniors Amee Aarhus and

USU’s ranking heading into the tournament was

West region.

Brina Buttavacoli who batted .339 and .327

team’s first year in the Mountain West.

two games, the first was a 3-2 overtime loss to

finished with the best fielding percentage among

distinctions: senior Jaime Barajas and sophomore

the best conference start since 2013, but then

was a 4-2 defeat at the hands of the University of

baseman Bailee Trapp (.987)

Jose Carvajal as a doubles team.

before the 4-3 finish.

final game of the season, USU beat the regular

winning record for the first time since 2013, the
USU started out conference play by going 3-0,

went 1-7 in its next eight conference games

The 8-10 record in league play matches last

season’s mark and also helped head coach

Grayson DuBose notch his 100th conference

At the national tournament, the team lost its first

eventual champion Lindenwood and the second
Massachusetts-Amherst. In what would be the
season No. 1 overall team Penn State 5-3.

Morgan McJimsey led the team in points with 64

(30 goals, 34 assists) and was selected to the

victory with USU.

ACHA Select Team that traveled to Europe during

West honors for the second straight year. She

had 63 points and was one of three players on the

ninth for a single season. Anderson is the first

the regular season. Austin Willenborg, the first

2011. Anderson, alongside fellow senior Kayla

ond-highest save percentage in the ACHA among

Senior Lauren Anderson earned all-Mountain

the mid-season break in December. Josh Kerkvliet

totalled 446 kills through the season, which ranks

team to appear in all 40 of the team’s games in

Aggie to have 400-plus kills since Liz McArthur in

string goalkeeper, was 16-4 and had the sec-

DeCoursey, finished their careers at ninth and

goalies with at least 1,000 minutes played.

percentage in school history.

step down as head coach of the team. A new

year, 25 of those came in an Oct. 28 win over

career with an overall record of 264-87-16 and a

tenth, respectively, for best career hitting

Tasia Taylor, a junior libero, had 525 digs on the

UNLV which set a single-game record. Her season
total is fourth all-time.
Club Hockey
Overall record: 31-7-2

In his 10th year as head coach, Jon Eccles led

Last week, the team announced that Eccles will

respectively. Buttacavoli, the starting catcher,

starters with a .990 mark, followed closely by first
USU had the best stolen base average in the

wins, total wins and doubles dual match wins.

second all-time for a single season (Clarke already

A year after the first 30-win season since 1996

the team to its seventh appearance in the ACHA
The team also won the Mountain West Collegiate

for the first time since going 6-18 in 2014 (the

Women’s Tennis

Leah Molina was second with 23 and Mia Maher

Conference record: 3-2 (T-4)

season and her 2016 mark is third). Freshman
had 14 to move into second all-time in career
bases stolen (behind Clarke) with 47.
Men’s Tennis
Overall record: 19-9

Conference record: 7-0 (1st)

Led by 2018 MW Coach of the Year, James

regular season conference play and won the

for the second year in a row. In just his second

and 13-1 in conference play.

During the season, USU set a program record for

team’s first year in the Mountain West).

Fla.

The team did not lose a home game all season

(just the second time in the history), beat BYU for

missed 16 games. Utah State did not disclose the

NCAA Tournament for the second consecutive

season by winning 10 of its final 11 games which

reason for his leave of absence.

team won 38 games. USU finished the regular

win over then-No. 26 Old Dominion in Tampa,

gest coach in program history, was put on

Eccles tenure and most since 2010-11 when the

team (which was the 2014-15 team). It was the
fifth straight year the team has won at least 11

games and the fourth time in five years the team
has finished win an overall record above .500.

Before McInerney’s tenure, the women’s team had
reached 11 wins three times and finished above
.500 twice.

The team also finished above .500 in conference

West, it was the first time the team has ever

Hockey League tournament for the fourth straight

administrative leave during the season and

his fifth season, was the coach of the other 14-win

Clancy Shields in 2016) and has a record of 42-18

coach to win coach of the year (the other was

highest ITA ranking at No. 37 and got a signature

The team’s 31 wins were the second-most in

The 14 wins for women’s tennis this season tied

a program-high. Head coach Sean McInerney, in

play, which was not only the first time the

record and failed to notche 10 conference wins

year.

Overall record: 14-12

year, Wilson became just the second men’s tennis

D2 National Tournament in the last eight years.

Head coach Steve Johnson, the second-winnin-

his career holding the record for most singles

held the single-season record with her 2017

regular season and tournament conference titles

by going 33-18, the team posted a near opposite

Barajas became the program’s all-time leader in

team with 28 stolen bases which is the ranks

33rd in the nation. Senior Jazmin Clarke led the

250-71-15 record in the regular season.

Conference record: 7-17 (8th)

Sergiu Bucur in singles and Barajas and freshman

combined wins (singles and doubles) and ended

Wilson, the tennis team went undefeated in

Overall record: 18-34

The team earned three all-Mountain West

conference with 1.6 per game. That mark was

coach has not yet been hired. Eccles ended his

Softball

No. 50.

women’s team has done that in the Mountain
finished above .500 in conference play in the
program’s history.

USU earned the No. 10 seed in the Mountain

West Championship and won its first-round

contest against Air Force, but lost in the quarterfinals to Fresno State.

Freshman Sasha Pisareva earned all-Mountain

the fourth straight year and qualified for the

West honors in singles, joining McKenzie Davis as

year, but lost their first game to No. 8 TCU 4-1.

all-conference honors as a freshman.

the only women’s team players to receive
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OPINION

COLUMN

LET MY PEOPLE WALK

exhaust fumes have nowhere to go, causing

By Thomas Sorenson
OPINION CONTENT MANAGER

the air quality in the valley to plummet. And

Editor’s Note: To submit a response to this

that’s not to mention the traffic congestion

Walmart), then drove 10 minutes back to my
house.

The un-walkability of my neighborhood

column, or submit a letter to the editor on a

that is a constant frustration for anyone who

forced me to spend an extra 20 minutes

usustatesman.com.

other than Sunday mornings.

place that won’t keep that money in our

sive a car is? Just recently I renewed my car’s

convenient

hours of sitting around for the emissions test.

would save

cost of insurance every month, plus the

time, save

near campus and the $1000-plus (and hours of

save our

costs this past year and my little ‘04 Pontiac is

article: walking is not an option in Logan, and

new topic, email your submission to opinion@
Have you ever paid attention to how expen-

has tried to navigate Main Street anytime

It would be wonderful if there were another

running my vehicle and spend my money at a
community.

This city is beautiful — we
shouldn’t have to experience
it from our cars.

I live

walking distance of campus. Why is there not

a small neighborhood grocer somewhere near
the dorms just east of the university?

There are other personal benefits of walking

— sitting in traffic raises stress levels; physical
exercise is obviously beneficial and has the
dual-benefit of lowering stress; walking a

registration: $65, plus another $15 and two

option that

And that was just a one-time fee! Add in the

money, save

constantly-increasing price of fuel, parking

stress and

frustration for this amateur DIY-er) of repair

health — which brings us to the point of this

who live close to campus: if they’re in the

ability when planning for the future of this

eating up a significant percentage of my

that’s a shame.

of things from the store, what are they going

— we shouldn’t have to experience it from our

limited, still-in-college income.

But as I’ve tried to use my vehicle less often

Just the other day, I made an emergency trip

to the store to grab bread and jam (of course I

in recent months to cut costs, it’s become clear

didn’t plan well enough to have those staples

incredibly difficult to get around this town

hit). I would have loved to walk a couple

near-ish to

there was a convenient corner store within

downtown

Logan, but

consider the
Utah State
students

situation I was in today, just needing a couple
to do? They’ll get in their car, drive down to

Main Street — adding to the traffic congestion
— and spend their money at Walmart or

to me that Logan City has a problem: it’s

in my pantry already when the toast craving

without a car.

blocks over to a corner store or neighborhood

for Logan in general, but it’s the only one they

that is made abundantly clear every winter

I drove 10 minutes, gave my money to the

could save — lowering congestion and improv-

The auto-centric focus of the city is an issue

when the inversion settles in and those

grocer to grab my breakfast items, but instead
largest corporation in the world (shout-out to

Smith’s.

That’s the worst possible option for them and

couple of blocks is faster than driving across
town — but I think the most compelling
reasons to address Logan’s walkability

problems are the potential benefits the whole
community can enjoy.

Logan’s leadership needs to consider walk-

wonderful community. This city is beautiful
cars. Give us some mixed-use zoning and
consider policies that will encourage the

development of walking-friendly neighborhoods.

Thomas Sorenson is a graduate student in the

have. Imagine the number of car trips we

MBA program. He loves pizza, puppies, his wife

ing air quality for everyone in the valley — if

that order.

and Donovan Mitchell, but not necessarily in

SUBMISSION

DEATH BY HABANERO
Submitted By Marissa Neeley
OPINION CONTENT MANAGER

If you don’t drink but want to do some-

cream as fast as I could, though it melted
unbelievably fast and the hotness of the

pepper persisted. The pain, the heat, the

thing crazy and irrational; if you want a

fire would die down for a minute, but then

sinuses; if you are bored this summer and

ancient Grecian monster who grows back

you feel like incinerating your taste buds

As I nursed my sizzling taste buds and

quick way to make a memory or clear your

come back with a fierce vengeance like an

looking for something to spice it up or if

two heads with every one that is cut off.

into nothing — eat a habanero. Last

flaming mouth with sips of milk (ice cream

neighbors, and a friend took upon

Couldn’t eat it fast enough), I thought to

sounds brave, daring, and perhaps heroic,

by habanero.” I seriously wondered if I

insane and questionable experiences of my

half-gallon quicky empty.

month, me and two roommates, four

wasn’t cutting it for me for a minute there.

ourselves the habanero challenge. While it

myself, “This is it. This is how I die. Death

what ensued was one of the most painful,

would see the morning as I watched my

life.

A habanero is a small, innocent-looking

One person had to go outside and run

around, the ice cream and habanero

pepper which deceivingly tastes and looks

combination making him sick. In truth, it

into the fires of Hell. Your lips will feel like

throwing it up was enough to keep it

like a bell pepper at first, but quickly turns

made me sick as well, but the thought of

they have been implanted with brimstone

down.

throat will burn like a furnace that cannot

turning from tomato red to beet purple,

Immediately, tears of pain and lava will

flows over Niagra Falls. Their faces were

and the roof of your mouth and your

Some braved the storm, their faces

be quenched no matter what you do.

tears flowing down their faces like water

spill out of your eyes. Your face will turn

stoic as they bravely and courageously

yourself gasping for air, searching for relief

some — an unfathomable thought!).

imagination. Fresh air won’t help (but ice

we couldn’t help but wonder, “We are so

I have never needed ice cream more in

supported us in our time of trial, it was

red from the heat and you will find

as you drown in heat that surpasses all

refused the ice cream (at first, but for only
As the rest of us cried and ate ice cream,

cream and milk will).

dumb. Why did we do this?” For those that

my life as I did then, rushing to the gallon

pure insanity watching and listening to the

on it — and it did. I thought we might

als who ate one of the world’s hottest

of vanilla salvation as if my life depended

horrific sounds of eight suffering individu-

have to be taken to the hospital. I ate ice

peppers.

Be ye warned: eat at your own risk.

Letters to the editor
Have an opinion you’d like to share?
Email your letter to opinion@usustatesman.com.
Letters must not contain personal attacks or other inappropriate language
and should be limited to 400 words or
less. Anonymous letters will also not
be published; please include your
name and a phone number or email
address (neither of which will be published).
Letters received by The Utah Statesman will be published online at www.
usustatesman.com, as well as in the
print issue of the Statesman, depending on space.
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Snow College

is accepting applications for the following position
at the Richfield Campus:
Full Time
Nursing Instructor
For full position announcements, go to
www.snow.edu/offices/hr/Jobs

Personals
Meet singles right now! No paid operators, just real people
like you. Browse greetings, exchange messages and connect
live. Try it free. Call now: 800-359-2796.

Storage
Moving? Don’t haul your things home. Storage starting at
$40 per month. Call 435-755-5052 or rent online www.
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AARP AUTO INSURANCE
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Physicians Mutual Insurance Company
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No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – you could get
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FREE Information Kit
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similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096E-0917
MB17-NM008Ec
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M AY 1 5 - M AY 3 1

TUESDAY, MAY 15
Live Music at Caffe Ibis
1:00pm
52 Federal Ave
Logan, UT

SATURDAY, MAY 19
First Annual Logan Canyon Weed
Day
9:00am
Second Dam
US-89
Logan, UT

WEDNESDAY, MAY 16
Spanish StoryTime
10:15 am
The North Logan Library
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT

SUNDAY, MAY 20
Skating-Freestyle
12:00pm
2825 N 200 E
North Logan, UT

THURSDAY, MAY 24
Helicon West Summer
7:00pm
255 North Main Street
Logan, UT

MONDAY, MAY 28
Skating-Freestyle
12:00pm
2825 N 200 E
North Logan, UT

FRIDAY, MAY 25
iPad Class
2:00pm
255 North Main Street
Logan, UT

TUESDAY, MAY 29
Story Time
11:00am
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT

THURSDAY, MAY 17
USU Extension Gardening Series:
Fruit Tree Pest Management
6:00pm
2250 N Main St
North Logan, UT

TUESDAY, MAY 22

FRIDAY, MAY 18
American Red Cross Blood Drive
9:00am
Merrill Cazier Library
Room 101
Logan, UT

WEDNESDAY, MAY 23
Spanish StoryTime
10:15am
The North Logan Library.
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT

Toddler Story Time
10:10am
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT

SATURDAY, MAY 26
Story Time
11:00am
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT

SUNDAY, MAY 27
Skating-Freestyle
12:00pm
2825 N 200 E
North Logan, UT

WEDNESDAY, MAY 30

THURSDAY, MAY 31

Spanish StoryTime
10:15am
475 E 2500 N
North Logan, UT

ADVERTISE
ADVERTISE
STUFF
THAT
STUFF THAT
YOU
SELL
YOU SELL
CONTACT US
EMAIL
advertising@usustatesman.com
CALL
435 797 1775

MULTIP
LE
SIZES
AVAILBL
E

